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From the Board
July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020 is our new year for
LEADERship Martin County Alumni
Your annual dues invoice, a letter from our Alumni President and the Alumni
2019 Directory has been mailed to all alumni who renewed their dues this past
year. Your dues benefit our Youth LEADERship Program, Youth scholarship,
Monthly Newsletter, Annual Directory, Website and invites to networking
events. You can go online to www.LeadershipMCAlumni.com to pay your dues
or mail a check to P O Box 794 (be sure to note your name when paying). We
are an all volunteer organization with no full-time staff or facility.
IF YOU DID NOT receive this renewal package and would like to renew your
dues please contact jancy11@aol.com and we will email you an invoice.
We want ALL ALUMNI INVOLVED.
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

SimSoc Social
Meet Class 30
Saturday
August 24th
4 to 6 pm

Location
TBD

With deep appreciation and gratitude… Sue Whittington, President
I have notecards that read “a sense of humor and an open mind make
great travel companions.” When I was approached to be George Stokus’ “wingman” for the 2018-19 Leadership Alumni Board, I immediately accepted, knowing that I would learn a lot and have a great time doing
it. The advice on those notecards proved to be true. I met with George in
his office the first week he was president, and kept an open mind as he
laid out his expectations and then helped me fill in the blanks. His
directive was to bring back the Lunch and Learns and to engage alumni
with meaningful networking opportunities. He backed up his ideas by
securing excellent speakers for several programs, and (no surprise here)
he did it with humor and grace. I will always be grateful that I got to be
his wingman on the ground for a year, and I have a whole new appreciation for his beautiful wife Mary!
George is not off the hook as he will be serving as Chair of the Nominating Committee as well as an
ex-officio member of the board this year. I will continue to lean on him for his wisdom and advice.
Look for information on the entire board and a full calendar for the year with Lunch and Learns,
workshops, opportunities for more interaction with the Youth LEADERship Class and community
service.
I appreciate all of you who read and contribute to LEADERlines, attend our meetings and functions, support the organization and live your lives as lifelong learners and leaders - the 2019-2020
year is all about you! Hope to see you August 16th at the Stuart Boat House.

Sarah Baker - New Board Director

Sam Bruning - New Board Director

“I have over twenty years of banking
experience, nineteen of those here on
the Treasure Coast. When you choose
to do business with First Citizens
Bank, you have a true partnership
with your banker and you have the
safety and security of an institution
that has been supporting the success of businesses for
over 120 years. I’m proud to be a part of an institution
with the stability that few of our competitors can claim.

“For the past fourteen years I have
been a financial advisor in Martin
County. I have had the honor of
serving on multiple boards of charitable organizations. Among the numerous leaders I met, most had one thing
in common: LEADERship Martin
County.

I believe that my personal values guide my ability to
find solutions and are always a focus in contributing to
my forward thinking attitude. I genuinely connect with
people and then help to connect people with each other.
I’m very active in our community and will be a great
representative as to why it’s so important to get involved and stay involved to make this a wonderful
community even better. Being a leader and advocate in
our community is why the program is so important and
I know I can add value to the LEADERship team.”
August 2019

The LEADERship experience helped improve my
professional and interpersonal skills. Since graduating
with Class 21, many doors opened that have offered
unique opportunities. What I learned in LEADERship
has made me be a better leader, employee, follower,
teammate, and board member.
The future leaders of Martin County need the LEADERship program. My goal while serving on this board
is to help this program continue to grow. A strong and
healthy program will serve both our future business
professionals as well as our community.“
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Florida is Investing in Students and Teachers
Gayle Harrell, State Senator Class 3 voted during the 2019
legislative session to approve the largest education budget in the
state’s history: nearly $35 billion. The funds provide an additional
$242 per student, bringing the total per-pupil funding up to a record
high of $7,672 per student.
They focused on supporting teachers and principals with both a
significant increase in flexible funding for pay raises, as well as
hundreds of millions for merit-based bonuses. She voted to change
the Best and Brightest program to focus on recruiting, retaining
and recognizing our best teachers and principals throughout the
state. Harrell also voted to increase funding for the program to a
total of 285 million. The Best and Brightest program will provide bonuses for Florida’s “highly
effective” teachers and no longer factor in a teacher’s SAT/ACT scores as a means of eligibility
for the bonus.
She voted to approve an additional $364 million in flexible spending for school districts that can
be used for teacher pay raises or other district needs. Our graduation rate has now reached 88
percent. Florida ranks third in the nation for best public high schools, according to U.S. News
and World Report, fourth in the nation for overall K-12 student achievement, according to Education Weekly and Florida’s high schools lead the nation in advanced Placement exam participation
and performance, according to the College Board. Harrell will continue to listen to the needs of
our community, teachers and most importantly the families of our students. (excerpt from Stuart
News May 28, 2019)

UPCOMING Stuart/Martin Chamber Events -- 772-287-1088
Aug 6, Tues., 7:45am, Breakfast, Paradise

Tire & Service/Palm Tree Auto Sales, Chamber Conf. Ctr, Stuart

Aug 14, Wed., 11:45am, Luncheon, Stuart
Stuart

Air Show, Stuart Corinthian Yacht Club, 4725 SE Capstan Ave,

Aug 21, Wed., 5:30-7:30pm, BAH, Carr,

Riggs & Ingram CPA's and Advisors, 31 SE Ocean Blvd, Stuart

Aug 27, Tues., 7:45am, Networking Breakfast,

Treasure Coast Food Bank, Chamber Conf. Ctr, Stuart

Aug 28, Wed., 11:45am, Luncheon, Council of Chambers, Piper's Landing Yacht & CC, 6160 SW Thistle Terr., PC
SAVE THE DATE, Sept. 27th, Friday, Chamber

August 2019

Annual Installation Gala, Mariner Sands CC
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Bulletin Board
POST YOUR NOTES
LEADERship Alumni Board

Sandy Kesslering (11)
has moved her real estate
brokerage to The Sheehan
Agency. Her cell phone is
the same. Sandy’s updated
information is on her website profile. Her new email
is s.kesslering@thesheehanagency.com

2019– 2020
President
Sue Whittington
Morgan Stanley
ViceVice-President
Jennifer Ferrari
Florida Community Health Ctr.
Exec. Vice President
Tara Zweben
United Way of Martin County
Treasurer
Greg Nuttall
Hill, Barth & King, LLC

Angela Hoffman (22)
is the new Chief Advancement Officer of Boys &
girls Clubs of Martin
County in Hobe Sound.
Her new email is:
ahoffman@bgcmartin.org
Angela was the Executive
Director of Hobe Sound Chamber of
Commerce

Recording Secretary
Jon Milton
Milton Engineering Consultants
Past President
George Stokus
Asst. County Administrator
Directors
Sarah Baker
First Citizens Bank
Sam Bruning
Financial Consultant
Elisabeth Glynn
United Way of Martin County
Chad Hastings
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith

Rick Creech - Creech Engineers, Inc.

Class 29 Representative
Kloee Ciuperger

Karen Hendry - Creative Development & Marketing

LEADERship Prog. Director
Cindy LaConte
Stuart/Martin County Chamber
LEADERlines Editor
Nancy Sailer

Class 3 - 26 Years

Class 2 - 27 Years

Tony George - Fox McCluskey Bush Robinson LLC

Youth Planning Chair
Diana Bruton
Treasure Coast Realty
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Alumni since the day they graduated as dues paying members.

ExEx-Officio
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Thank You to these Alumni for supporting LEADERship

Tracey Miller
Martin County School District
Brett Zurich
Team Parks, Inc.

Beverly Bevis Jones
(14) of BB Jones Communications, Inc. has a new
office address at 555 S.
Colorado Avenue, Suite
111 E, Stuart, Florida
34994. Updated information is on her website profile.

Tom Lucido - Lucido & Associate
Bonnie Schambeck - T.C. Counseling Center
Marshall Skinner - Retire, M.C. School System

Note: Our monthly newsletter can
now be viewed on our website
www.LeadershipMCalumni.com

August 2019

Gay Asbury - Seacoast National Bank
Nancy Crowder-McCoy - Carr Riggs Ingram LLC
Michael Diterlizzi - School Bd./HighwayTire&Auto
Sarah Gosney - Children’s Services Council MC
Gayle Harrell - Fl. Senator of District 25
Garry Meyer - Travel Plus
Tom Sawyer - Attorney, So. Fl. Water Mgt. District

LEADERship Alumni
P.O. Box 794
Stuart, FL 34995-794
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