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LEADERship Alumni 2021  - 2022 Slate of Officers 

  LEADERship Class 31 -  Cindy LaConte, Program Director 

Usually I start this article out by introducing our new class, but not this 

year.  This year I am very excited to announce we are taking applications 

for Class 31.  As our community is recovering, rebounding and moving 

on, here at the Chamber we are moving forward by presenting our monthly 

and yearly programs.   

I am looking forward to the next few months, searching for applicants who are ready to take 

on a new challenge and explore Martin County. If you have someone in your business or 

organization, or know someone in your industry, please let me know and I will get an appli-

cation to them.  

I would like to thank the Planning Committee for the awesome job they do all year long 

planning, scheduling and following through on the various days. These Alumni have taken 

the leadership role seriously and have gone the extra mile. They are fulfilling the on-going 

mission of LEADERship Alumni. I invite all Alumni to join us, or the Youth LEADERship 

Planning Committee at any time during the year. Call me for more information at 

772.287.1088, ext. 106 or email me any time at claconte@stuartmartinchamber.org. 

NEW OFFICERS 1 

  Slate for 2021-22 

 

CLASS 31  1 

  Adult Applications 

 

LOOKING BACK 2 

  2011 

 

GRADUATION   3 

  Youth Class 23 

 

COLLEGE GRADUATE 4 

  Scholarship Winner 

 

YOUTH PROGRAM 4 

  Needs Support 

 

MOVING ON  5 

  van Vonno Retired 

 

REMEMBERED  5 

  Margaret Temple 

 

VSOA STUDENTS 5 

  Art Awards 

 

ALUMNI BOARD 6 

  Who’s On It 

 

BULLETIN BOARD 6 

  Game Winner 

 

GAME   6 

  Free Ad 

 

WEB  ADDRESS  6 

  Information 

 

ALUMNI ADDRESS 6 

  Paying Your Dues   



 June 2021            LEADERship Alumni Newsletter               Page  2  

LOOKING BACK  —  JUNE 2011 
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Alumni Support Youth Programs With Dues and VoLunteering  

The Martin Youth LEADERship program began in 1995 as the brainchild of Class 5 of LEADER-

ship Martin County Alumni.  It is currently planning its 24th year of programming for the 2021-22 

school year.  The relationship between the Stuart Martin Chamber of Commerce, LEADERship 

Alumni of Martin County and the youth group is a special one. 

The program is an opportunity for high school sophomores and juniors throughout the county to 

develop and enhance their leadership skills.  Students must apply, and 35-40 are selected annually 

to participate in this comprehensive nine-month program which is modeled after its adult counter-

part.  Upon graduation, these LEADERS have learned about their community, including history, 

government, business, arts & culture, criminal justice, and so much more.  Members are given a 

rare opportunity to reach their highest leadership potential through monthly sessions which focus-

es on leadership enhancing activities.   

Since 1995, the LEADERship Alumni have supported the program through annual dues.  In 1997, 

the Youth LEADERship Scholarship Fund was created, which gives $8000 annually to a graduate 

of the MYL program who are pursuing their undergraduate degrees.  Selected recipients have re-

ceived just over $100,000 from the program over the years.  The program has nearly 800 graduates, 

many of whom have settled into the Treasure Coast area after completing their education and/or 

vocational training.  The oldest graduates are beginning to raise families of their own in our area 

and are vital members of our economic, business and civic entities. 

This remarkable achievement could not have been possible without the generosity of dues paying 

alumni of the Adult LEADERship program.  Dues support the LEADERship Martin County Alum-

ni Foundation for Youth, which is the program’s biggest donor.  The students and many volunteers 

who make up the Martin Youth LEADERship program would like to thank those of you who com-

mit annually as dues paying members, and we invite you to come join us for a session or as a volun-

teer.  Please see our video, Leadership Youth Alumni, on YouTube, or at http://

leadershipmcalumni.com/youth-leadership/.  For more information, please contact Jeanne Dunn at 

leadershipmartincounty@gmail.com or at 772-486-4695. 

        Scholarship Winner Graduates 

Kelsey Langley is the recipient of our “Nancy Sailer Youth 

LEADERship” scholarship in 2017.  She emailed us thanking 

our alumni for their support throughout her four years at the 

University of Florida.  Kelsey’s future plans are to attend The 

University of North Florida in the fall of 2021 through their 

GlobalMBA Program.  It is a dual Master’s Degree program 

that takes place in Germany, Poland, China and the US in 

Jacksonville, Fl.  Upon graduation, she will receive a master’s 

in business administration; in international management and 

intercultural communications.   

If any organization would consider funding Kelsey for the 

GlobalMBA please contact nicolee.kelsey@gmail.com. 
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Moving On After Retiring 

It isn’t very often that we learn about what our alumni do after retiring from a 

job.  Nicki van Vonno, class 14, retired after managing the Martin Coun-

ty Growth Department for 21 years.  As a Certified Planner she focused on 

amendments to the County’s award winning comprehensive plan, improving 

the development review process, sober house and medical marijuana regula-

tions and the promotion of eco-art and agritourism.  Under her leadership the 

county received numerous awards from the National Association of Counties. 

In July 2020 Nicki established van Vonno Consulting, LLC. where she is currently doing con-

sulting work for the City of Port St. Lucie but can work in other areas of the Treasure Coast.  

She continues to volunteer in the community and now serves on the Martin County Affordable 

Housing Advisory Committee and the Library Board of Trustees.  As a book lover, she collects 

books for the Golden Gate Community enrichment Center and volunteers at the Friends of the 

Library Book Depot.  Amazing how busy we are when we retire. 

A LEADER Who Improved the Lives of Others 

Margaret Richebourg Temple, class 9, was 70 when she passed away 

on April 13, 2021.  She will be remembered for her enormous heart, commit-

ment and energy to improving the lives of others and her loving spirit.  As a 

mother, wife, businesswomen and philanthropist, Margaret brought her stra-

tegic vision to countless organizations in Martin County.  Most recently, she 

and her husband, Joseph Temple, were the recipients of the United Way of 

Martin County Foundation’s Frances Langford Humanitarian Award. At Mar-

garet’s request, no services will be held. 

VSOA Students Win Awards   

In 2009 Lynn Barletta, class 21, started with one student taking art les-

sons in a top-floor studio in the Stuart Martin County Chamber of Commerce.   

Over the past 12 years she has produced scores of award-winning student art-

ists who have garnered more than 500 local, national and international 

awards for their work.  In 2010 Barletta established Visionary School of Arts, 

VSOA, as a 501(c)(3)non-profit where students learn leadership skills, busi-

ness and community involvement.   

“Visual art imparts true creativity and it mushroomed into growing businesses for the children 

who sell their art and make public presentations in themed shows, charity auctions and for phil-

anthropic causes,” says Executive Director Barletta.  In 2017, lead-artist Barletta and her 

VSOA staff painted the largest mural ever completed in Stuart.  Eighty student artists painted 

80-plus fish in a river themed mural on the ATT building in downtown Stuart.   

One of the many other projects the children worked on was raising more than $12,000 by selling 

$100 sponsorships. With these funds they helped start Catch the Wave of Hope, a nonprofit 

with the mission to prevent sex trafficking of children through awareness, education, restora-

tion and legislation. To learn more about VSOA visit www.visionaryschoolofarts.org.  
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Note: Our monthly newsletter can 

now be viewed on our website 

www.LeadershipMCalumni.com 

  

Beth Gaskin (24) has 

taken a new position at 

IRSC, Vice President for 

Student Success.  She will 

still serve as Chastain 

Campus President until a 

replacement is found.  Her new position 

has her working out of the Massey 

Campus in Ft. Pierce but she still lives 

in Martin County.  Congratulations! 

Jessica Allman 
(26) recently got 

married literally 

right before COVID 

on 2-1-2020.  Her 

name now is 

 Jessica Porter 

and her new email is               

Jessica.porter@unew.com.   She is 

the controller at UNEW, Inc. and her 

husband, Jason, owns Fence Experts 

of the Treasure Coast.  

Julie Zygmun (29) has 

moved and gotten married; 

her new name is Julie 

Eggemeyer.  She and her 

husband have been living on 

their sailboat and enjoying the 

cruising life for the past year but they just 

bought a house in Charlest, South Carolina.  

Julie was at Helping People Succeed.  Her 

new address is on her website profile. 

Game Winner: 

CarolynTimmann 

class 5 

was the winner of 

our May game find 

the letter (Page 5) 

and wins a free ad in the monthly 

newsletter.  (see below) 

You can have an AD in this SPACE 

TO PROMOTE 

YOUR BUSINESS OR AN A EVENT 

If you WIN the game in our newsletter 

by finding the letter      and are the first 

to email jancy11@aol.com where you 

FOUND IT. 

(no one can win two months in a row) 

Space is approx. 2 1/4” high X 3 1/4” 
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