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LEADERship Alumni 2020  - 2021 Slate of Officers 

 President  - Jennifer Ferrari 

Vice President - Sarah Baker 

Exec. Vice President - Tara Zweben 

 

       Treasurer      Recording Secretary 

     Greg Nuttall     Jon Milton 

      Corresponding Secretary         Past-President 

     Sam Bruning         Sue Whittington  

 

Directors 

  Elisabeth Glynn  Chad Hastings 

     Tracey Miller    Brett Zurich 

Scholarship Awards Presented Virtually via Online 

Abbie Nauss was selected to receive the Nancy 

Sailer Youth LEADERship Scholarship sponsored by 

LEADERship Martin County Alumni Foundation for 

Youth Inc.  She was a class 22 graduate of the Youth 

Program and is a senior at Clark Advanced Learning 

Center.  Abbie was selected for her dedication in be-

ing a leader who plans to pursue an education in 

neuroscience as her major at Virginia Tech.  

She has a passion for others through community service by raising funds 

for various school clubs and volunteering at Cleveland Clinic/Martin 

Health the past three summers.  Abbie completed an internship with two 

breast cancer surgeons as her dream is to become a surgeon.  Her goal is 

to provide medical services to the underserved rural communities. 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

for 

MAY  2020 

No Events Scheduled 

for 

LEADERship Alumni 

& 

Stuart/Martin County 

Chamber of Commerce 
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If you are like me, you are craving a story about anything NOT RELATED 

to coronavirus.  I have laughed at things shared with me that are incredi-

bly funny based on our new reality, and I have cried over virus-related sto-

ries I have read and pictures I have seen that are terribly sad. I have 

learned that being able to work from home is a blessing but it has its chal-

lenges too. One day I was very frustrated that my phone wasn’t charging. 

That frustration gave way to an eye roll and a belly laugh when I realized I 

plugged the phone into my earbuds instead of the charger. 

Those of you who know me will not find it hard to believe that I am rarely at home and often fully 

booked during “season,” so this weird time has provided unexpected renewal in many ways. Dur-

ing this “safer at home” time I have been very productive and never bored, but I still feel that so-

cial distancing has led to social and philanthropic lethargy.  As a supporter, committee member 

and board member of several organizations, I have participated in several Zoom meetings and con-

ference calls with nonprofits. None of us really knows when it will be acceptable to plan the next 

event again, to volunteer in person or to look forward to being social again.  Even when it is 

“allowed,” how comfortable will we be? Will we ever hug again? Are handshakes a thing of the 

past? When we volunteer will our smiles be hidden by masks? Only in retrospect will we be able to 

determine what changed forever in 2020, but we all know that many things will never be the 

same, and all these nonprofits have suffered financially. 

During a Zoom meeting today, we came up with an idea and I am using that idea to issue a chal-

lenge to you.  If you are in a position of BEING ABLE TO HELP, will you consider donating the 

amount of money you did NOT spend in April on a manicure, pedicure, lunch out, daily Starbucks, 

etc. to a local nonprofit? Think of the difference that can make. If I have nine friends and each of 

us donates $60, that is $600 for nonprofits. If each of us tells 10 additional people, the effect is 

multiplied and many small gifts combine to make a big impact. 

On the other hand, if you are in a position of NEEDING HELP, will you go to your LEADERship 

Alumni Directory now, found on our website, and reach out to a classmate and let them know what 

you need? Carol Houwaart-Diez, Executive Director of the United Way, is a graduate and she is 

leading the charge to pool and deliver resources in Martin County along with a handful of other 

community leaders. The United Way website is a source of great information for those wanting to 

give help and those needing to receive it.  Speaking of that directory, many of the community lead-

ers who are working tirelessly to keep our community safe can be found in there as well. 

As an eternal optimist, I believe that things will be BETTER after this is over.  I hope we will ap-

preciate human contact and continue to walk and smile at our neighbors, who may have been 

strangers before March 2020. I hope that the relationships we all may have taken for granted in 

the past will be more precious to us in the future. And of this I am sure; there is nowhere else on 

the planet I would rather live right now than right here in Martin County. 

Please stay safe and healthy, be well and be grateful. 

From the President  -  Sue Whittington 
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A REMINDER from the Martin County Election Center to promote and 

encourage voters to Vote By Mail for the August 18th and November 3rd 

elections. 

Vicki Davis (class 4) MC Supervisor of Elections 

Kherri Anderson (class 17) Deputy of Elections Outreach 

Bakkedahl  area’s new State Attorney 

Tom Bakkedahl, class 10, a Palm City resident, was the only candidate 

who ran as a republican for State Attorney, an open seat that did not draw a 

challenger.  He will replace longtime State Attorney Bruce Colton, who will 

not seek re-election when his term expires in January.  Bakkedahl has served 

as chief assistant state attorney for the 19th Judicial Circuit, which covers 

Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties, since 2004.  He was 

hired by Colton in 1991 after earning a law degree from Florida State Univer-

sity.  In 2018 he was recognized with the outstanding prosecutor of the year 

award by the Florida Prosecuting Attorney’s Association. 

“It’s almost beyond words, I’m extremely humbled, I’ve  committed my profes-

sional life to this career so it seems like a natural progression for me.” 
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Note: Our monthly newsletter can 

now be viewed on our website 

www.LeadershipMCalumni.com 

  

Amber Woods (28) was 

one of four women recog-

nized by over 100 women 

of color at the inaugural 

“She Bad” reception at 

Treasure Coast Lexus.  

The event was a celebration of numer-

ous accomplishments as they shared 

their journey as how they served oth-

ers and how they are making amazing 

impacts in our community. 

Jay Spicer  and his 

class 26 fellow leaders 

coordinated the first 

Drive-Thru Green Mar-

ket, at the Martin Coun-

ty Fair, which was a 

huge success.  More than 20 vendors 

offering fresh fruits and vegetables, 

breads, cheese, honey, coffee and more 

sold their products to more than 500 

cars who drove thru the green market.  

This unique market allows the com-

munity to support our local farmers 

and growers in a safe environment.  

Look for more markets on Sunday.   

ANNOUNCEMENT………… 

WE NEED ANY CHANGES TO YOUR 

BUSINESS INFORMATION  IN THE 

PAST YEAR FOR THE ANNUAL LEADER-

SHIP ALUMNI DIRECTORY THAT WILL 

BE MAILED OUT IN  JULY TO ALL DUES 

PAYING ALUMNI MEMBERS.  PLEASE 

SEND THE CHANGES NOW TO: 

jancy11@aol.com 

 

 

LEADERship Alumni Board 

  2019– 2020 

President 
Sue Whittington 

Morgan Stanley 
 

 

 Vice-President 
Jennifer Ferrari 

Florida Community Health Ctr. 
 
 

Exec. Vice President 
Tara Zweben 

United Way of Martin County 
 
  

 Treasurer 

Greg Nuttall 
Hill, Barth & King, LLC 

 

 

 Recording Secretary 

Jon Milton 

Milton Engineering Consultants 
 
 

Past President 
George Stokus 

Asst. County  Administrator 
 

 Directors 

 

Sarah Baker 

First Citizens Bank 
 

Sam Bruning 

Financial Consultant     

Elisabeth Glynn 
United Way of Martin County 

 
Chad Hastings 

Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith 
 

Tracey Miller 

Martin County School District 
 

Brett Zurich 

Team Parks, Inc. 
  

Ex-Officio 

 

Class 29 Representative 
Kloee Ciuperger 

Martin County Government 
 

 Youth Planning Chair 

Diana Bruton 

Treasure Coast Realty 
 

 LEADERship  Prog.  Director 

Cindy LaConte 

Stuart/Martin County Chamber 
 

LEADERlines Editor 

Nancy Sailer 

Thank You to these Alumni for supporting LEADERship 

Alumni since the day they graduated as dues paying members. 

Class 14 - 15 Years 

Amy Chappel – Mari Huff, CPA, PA 

Jennifer Ferrari –  Fl. Community Health Ctr. 

Laurie Gaylord – Superintendent of Schools 

Stacey Hetherington – County Commissioner 

Jon Milton – Milton Engineering 

Janice Norman – Norman-Page WaterPointe Realty 

Nancy Rad – Community Volunteer 

Nicki van Vonno – Martin County Government 

Glenn Webber -  Glenn J. Webber, PA 

Marie Wells – Lifestyle Realty Group 

Sue Whittington – Morgan Stanley 


