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A Career Fair offered students the opportunity to visit with local businesses and agencies to search for summer jobs, internships and volunteering in our community. We thank the LEADERship Alumni Vendors:
Jason Berger, Law Offices of Jason
D. Berger, Debbie Banta, Elliott
Museum, Kelly Catania, Indiantown Chamber of Commerce, Carolyn Timmann & Tom Harmer,
M.C. Clerk of Court, Cindy
LaConte, Stuart/Martin County
Chamber, Patrick LaConte & Tom
Vokun, LaConte Engineering, Jeremy Harris, Growth
Squad, Roz Johnson, City of Stuart, Trisha Kukuvka, M.C. Sheriff’s Office, Nerissa Okiye, M.C. Tourism & Marketing, Cheree Ramirez, SkyBlue Jet Aviation, Peter Sicoli, Sailfish Insurance Company,

Legacy Leadership — Sue Whittington, President
Last month the Plymale family was featured at our Lunch and Learn and it was truly a special event.
We are graduating adult Class 30 next month and youth Class 23 this month and the Plymales represent
something extraordinary…three generations of a Martin County family who have benefited from the
LEADERship opportunities provided through these programs.
Sherry Plymale, Class 1, talked about the importance of us understanding our duties as Board members
and the responsibility of the organizations to properly train and orient board members. Shaun Plymale,
Class 15, talked about the importance of being involved in the community but being involved in a way
that connects your passion to your cause, and making sure that whatever you do makes good business
and personal sense. Jillian Plymale, youth class 21, talked about how she was empowered through
LEADERship to express her viewpoints to county elected officials and what a difference she has been
able to make in her school because she learned to be a good leader.
Sherry and Shaun have taken their LEADERship training to another level by participating in Leadership Florida. We have several graduates who have experienced that highly competitive, extremely challenging program. In addition to the Plymales, these LEADERship Martin County alumni have also graduated from Leadership Florida: Bill Bryant, Robert Crowder, Samie Ferraro, Keith Fletcher (in our current Class 30), Reed Hartman, J.D. Lewis, Rosalind Neilen, Toby Overdorf, Stacy Ranieri and Crystal
Stiles are Leadership Florida graduates.
This is a highly competitive application process and simply applying is not a guarantee of being accepted,
but if you want to explore taking your leadership training to another level, please visit
https://www.leadershipflorida.org/.
These are extraordinary times and a fun-filled March calendar came to a screeching halt with all the
cancellations due to health concerns surrounding COVID-19. While we do not know when we can return
to business as usual, I am sure that we will eventually return. In the meantime, applications for Class 31
will soon be out, as of this writing the May 7th Leadercast will be rescheduled and we are preparing our
slate for the 2020-2021 Board under the excellent leadership of Jennifer Ferrari. We are so excited that
so many of you have “returned to the fold,” and look forward to seeing more of you each month!

February Lunch and Learn Speakers and Alumni

Michelle King, Sherry Plymale, Speaker
and Sue Whittington

April 2020

Tracey Miller, Diane Dultmeier, Stacey Plymale,
Tara Zweben and Jullian Plymale, Speaker

LEADERship Alumni Newsletter

Page 2

Cindy LaConte - Class 31 Applications
I would like to say at this time, I hope you are all well. The Chamber encourages members and our community to continue doing business and networking with each other
through alternate methods, such as phone conferences and social media, during this
temporary situation.
We continue to prepare for Class 31 thanks to you, the LEADERship Martin County
Alumni. The Stuart/Martin County Chamber is fortunate to have a strong Alumni organization in the community. Our program continues to grow and be successful due to
all of your support. The days continue to be enhanced each year, by including what is
happening in the community.
Health and Human Resource Day has incorporated the Vaping issue information into their day. Government Day has included sessions on how Government impacts our lives and how communication with our
elected officials is so vital. This year we had a Hobnob with many of our elected officials. Environment day
continues to bring a broader look at agriculture and the environment. The Leadership skills sessions,
thanks to Alumnus Tim Kinane, continue to add value and an educational experience to our program.
We are always looking for volunteers for the different days. If you would like to get involved in next year’s
preparation, please call or email me at claconte@stuartmartichamber.org. We meet the second Thursday of
each month at 8 AM in the Chamber Conference Center.
At this time, everything is on hold for our Public Safety Day, Capstone and our Graduation for Class 30. We
will keep everyone posted on events to happen in the future.
We will be taking applications for Class 31 in April. Please email me if you would like me to send information to someone or check out the Chamber’s website in April. Stay well and Thank You again for
your ongoing support!!!!!!
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Women of Distinction LEADERship Nominees
Soroptimist International of Stuart

will recognize these eleven

alumni of the LEADERship Adult and Youth Programs. The awards dinner
has been postponed and will be announced as soon as the new date is confirmed.
Congratulations

Volunteer

To all the nominees for
their outstanding community service and commitment
toward the betterment of
women and their families.

Business Professional

Donna DeMarchi (24) Cher Fisher (29)

Civic Professional

Leigh Giunta (18)

Rising Star
PINE SCHOOL
Aliya French
CALC
Katelyn Herter
Abbie Nauss

Sarah Baker (29) Linda Weiksnar (17)

Laurel Kelly (6)

Gigi Suntum (17)

Jordon Scott

Daniel Zulandt Business Card Winner
Daniel S. Zulandt is an attorney with the law firm Hawkins and Company, LLC.
In practicing law, Daniel focuses on representing companies, specifically healthcare
organizations, in achieving their day to day and long term
business goals. Daniel also focuses on real estate law and
estate planning.
Daniel is a graduate of LEADERship Martin County
Class 29. He is the President Elect of the Stuart Sunrise
Rotary Club and he and his wife just welcomed a baby
girl to their family.

April 2020

LEADERship Alumni Newsletter

Page 4

Youth Graduate Returns to Stuart
We moved to Martin County in 2004, just before the start of my freshman
year at the soon-to-debut Jensen Beach High School. To make new friends,
I got involved with various extra-curricular, including Martin Youth Leadership (Class 9).
After graduating from JBHS and earning my B.S. in advertising from the
University of Florida, I moved to Manhattan and accepted a job with
Saatchi & Saatchi (a global ad agency). From there, I joined the social media and consumer marketing team at NBC Universal; led digital marketing strategy for a luxury travel communications firm; and eventually became a freelance travel writer for outlets including Travel + Leisure, National Geographic, and Esquire.

Ian Centrone

I finally decided I wanted to set some roots and found my way back to Jensen Beach. I recently
accepted a position with the Martin County Office of Tourism and Marketing as the Tourism
Public Relations and Community Liaison. I love my new role because it allows me to support
our local businesses and hotels while promoting everything Martin County has to offer.

MARTIN_YOUTH LEADERship
TOMMOROW’S LEADERS

Announces Applications
for 2020-21 School Year

LEADERship Martin County Alumni Foundation for Youth is pleased to announce that applications are now being
accepted for Class 24 for the 2020-21 school year. The deadline to apply is the last Friday in May 2020.
The Martin Youth LEADERship Program (MYL) for high school students is in its 23rd year. The group continually
strives to better serve students who have made application, and been accepted into the program. MYL is an opportunity for high school sophomores and juniors throughout Martin County to develop and enhance their leadership
skills. Students must apply, and a maximum of 40 are selected to participate in this comprehensive nine-month
program that is modeled after LEADERship Martin County. Upon completion, these young Leaders have learned
about their community including history, government, business, arts and culture, criminal justice and the environment. Class members are given a rare opportunity to reach their highest leadership potential through sessions focusing on leadership enhancing activities. Every effort is made to select a racially, gender diverse class representing various levels of leadership experience. Students come from all high schools, public and private, in Martin
County, as well as from the home schooled community.
Some of the key objectives of the MYL program are to identify and nurture young leaders, promote their awareness
and involvement as community citizens, and offer programs that will allow interaction with community leaders
and decision makers. Students are presented with numerous volunteer opportunities, as well as selected internship
and/or paying summer positions. The program is free to accepted students and completely underwritten and sponsored by many local businesses and in-kind donations, including but not limited to:

Ampersand Shirt Shack
Children’s Services Council
Florida Power and Light/Next Era Energy
Hill, Barth & King
LEADERship Martin County Alumni
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith
Martin County REALTORS of the TC

Martin County School District
Out2News Martin County
Publix Supermarkets
SkyBlue Jet Aviation
Stuart/Martin County Chamber of Commerce
Treasure Coast Legal
Treasure Coast Realty

For more information about Martin Youth LEADERship ,and how you or a student you know might become involved, please see the group web site at: http://www.leadershipmcalumni.com/youth, or contact Jeanne Dunn at
MartinYouthLeadership@gmail.com or at (772) 486-4695.
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LEADERship Alumni Board

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2019– 2020
President
Sue Whittington
Morgan Stanley

March 31

Vice-President
Jennifer Ferrari
Florida Community Health Ctr.

Women

of

April 2020

Soroptimist
Distinction

EVENTS

awards dinner has been postponed and will be announced as
soon as the date is confirmed.

Exec. Vice President

Tara Zweben

for Stuart/Martin
County Chamber of
Commerce have
been canceled.

United Way of Martin County
Treasurer
Greg Nuttall
Hill, Barth & King, LLC

April 21

Martin Youth
LEADERship Graduation

Recording Secretary
Jon Milton
Milton Engineering Consultants

has been postponed until a future month when it is all safe
for us to gather. Date, time
and place will be announced.

Past President
George Stokus
Asst. County Administrator
Directors

May 7

Sarah Baker
First Citizens Bank

Leadercast,

a day session with speakers
on “Positive Disruption” at
IRSC will be rescheduled
with date and time to be
announced.

Sam Bruning
Financial Consultant
Elisabeth Glynn
United Way of Martin County
Chad Hastings
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith
Tracey Miller
Martin County School District

Thank You to these Alumni for supporting LEADERship

Brett Zurich
Team Parks, Inc.

Alumni since the day they graduated as dues paying members.

Ex-Officio

Class 13 - 16years

Class 29 Representative
Kloee Ciuperger
Martin County Government

Youth Planning Chair
Diana Bruton
Treasure Coast Realty
LEADERship Prog. Director
Cindy LaConte
Stuart/Martin County Chamber

L.C. Campbell – T.C. Seawinds Funeral Home Peter Kemp – Hustons Office-Comm. Interiors
Stephen Dutcher – Illustrated Properties R.E. Taryn Kryzda – MC County Administrator
Mary Fields – Volunteers In Medicine Clinic

Lorie Shekailo – Lorie Shekailo Accounting CPA

April Hicks – Carr, Riggs & Ingram,LLC

LEADERlines Editor
Nancy Sailer

Note: Our monthly newsletter can
now be viewed on our website
www.LeadershipMCalumni.com
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