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Dr. Tracey Miller - Community Can Help Students
After a summer of preparation, the Martin County School District (MCSD) was among the
first in the nation to open its doors to in-person learning in August 2020. By implementing the CDC guidelines, offering synchronous learning to meet the needs of all families,
and working closely with the Department of Health Martin (DOH Martin), we have kept
our schools open every day since the first day of school. Data shows that students who
participate in-person learning are more successful than those who learn remotely and parents rely on local schools to educate their children while they work. Our community depends on our schools. Likewise, our schools depend on our community.
We have been living and working through the pandemic for a year now and it has taken a toll on all of us in
various ways. School District staff has been working double duty both as educators and also as contacttracers in conjunction with the DOH Martin. We have seen an uptick in positive cases after long weekends
and holiday breaks when groups of people typically come together. These positive cases impact our schools
when students and staff come into our buildings after being exposed to the virus. Students who have been
close contacts of a positive case must quarantine for 10 days per CDC guidelines. This can be detrimental to
students as they may miss scheduled events such as SAT and ACT testing dates and other critical educational events when they are in quarantine. We rely on our community members to follow the risk mitigation
strategies that have helped us stay healthy while in school. These same strategies must be followed when
out of school as well. Thank you for wearing your mask, maintaining six feet of distance when possible, and
washing and sanitizing your hands often.
We’re proud to support our community and educate all students for success, even through a pandemic, in
the Martin County School District.

Sam Bruning - Communications Chair. We learned a lot in 2020. We took a crash
course in new ways to communicate that were something we remember from our childhood days growing up watching “The Jetsons.” Today, seeing your boss on a computer
screen for daily meetings has become a reality. We probably agree that this technology
has made us busier by being “on call”, but this tool has been a great resource for bringing
friends together during these difficult times. Our Communication Committee is working
to keep you engaged with YOUR fellow alumni. We will be reaching out to different people to write guest columns in LEADERlines. We need to hear about all the great things
our leaders have been doing.
The LEADERship Board has started a new series of calls cleverly dubbed, “Launch and Learns.” You can
“Launch” your Zoom app and “Learn” about ways to further grow as a leader, learn what your fellow alumni are up to, or learn about interesting things going on in our community. Now you can live another childhood dream of being a member of “The Brady Bunch.” For good measure, I checked the Alumni Directory
(http://leadershipmcalumni.com/member-info/) and we do have a Mike, Carol, Greg, Marsha, Peter, Jan,
Bobby, and Cindy. No Alice though.
Nancy Sailer & Kim Nash have been doing a great job with LEADERlines, our website (see shameless plug
above), and social media. Please drop them an email and thank them for their great work. Please reach
out to me if you have any ideas of ways we can improve communicating with you. With the advancements
in technology, we can never be too sure if our group is using Zoom, Slack, email, text, snail mail, or carrier
pigeon. We want to keep you informed and add value to your LEADERship alumni experience.
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Kevin Powers is an alumnus of LEADERship Class 15
and is a Broker/Principal with Indiantown Realty Corp.
“In Indiantown, I have balanced my professional work with community involvement
serving for years in the unofficial capacity as “volunteer coordinator of the town
meeting”, more specifically a position that helped facilitate community discussions
around the wants and needs of the community. In 2009, I was appointed by Governor Charlie Crist to serve on the Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District and
was re-appointed by Governor Rick Scott serving as board Vice Chairman through 2017.
My countywide community involvement includes serving as the president of the Martin County Taxpayers Association. The MCTA was founded on January 15th, 1950 has Florida’s oldest taxpayers association. Our group meets with local appointed and elected officials including the board of County Commissioners, the School Board, the County Administrator and staff and other key individuals in our county.
The MCTA prepares newspaper articles, commentary and special reports or analyses that may be useful
in communicating with the citizens and taxpayers, government officials, private sector and non-profit
leaders and those who may be supportive of our guardian efforts. We also conduct Public forums to educate the public and the media. Members come from a wide range of the population of the county and provide a supportive climate for the activities of the association. MCTA has earned the reputation of being
fair and balanced and instrumental in influencing changes in key financial matters of the county.
Given the rapid pace of government budget expansion, the taxpayers association has never been more
critical to the financial health of our community. To learn more about the Taxpayers Association, visit www.mctaxpayers.org, where you can monitor, review all fiscal and tax matters affecting our County.”

Local Historic SchooLhouse
Lloyd Jones, class 9, a retired Martin County sheriff’s deputy, said he can’t
fully celebrate the local history without trying to piece together more of it.
That is why he co-founded the Martin County Black Heritage Initiatives. The
local historic schoolhouse built for African American children during the segregation era could be nominated for the National Register of Historic Places.
The schoolhouse located at 4455 SE Murray Street in
Port Salerno, is believed to be the Treasure Coast’s only
remaining one-room schoolhouse. Jones expects it to
take about a year for the building to be accepted for the
National Register. The main goal is to educate people
about black contributions. If successful, the county
owned site would be eligible for federal grants to provide tax incentives and permanently protect the site’s historic value. Jones states that he feels
like what he is doing is all about LEADERship and making a difference in your community.
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LEADERship Alumni Board
2020– 2021
President
Sarah Baker
First Citizens Bank

Samantha Suffich (30)
is Chief Executive Officer
of the Martin County
Healthy Start Coalition
and a Master Certified
Health Education specialist. Samantha has been named as one of
the Top Ten Young Professionals of Martin County to Watch. Congratulations!

Vice-President
Sam Bruning
Southern Magnolia Invest. Mgt.
Exec. Vice President
Tara Zweben
United Way of Martin County
Treasurer
Greg Nuttall
Hill, Barth & King, LLC
Recording Secretary
Jon Milton
Milton Engineering Consultants

Jill Marasa (22) is
the Vice President for
business retention and
expansion for the Economic
Development
Council of St. Lucie
County. She was excited to announce that Contender Boats
will expand their operation with a
100,000 square-foot facility. Jill stated “The County really stepped up to
make this happen”. We were sorry to
lose Jill from our Martin County Economic Council when she moved.

Corresponding Secretary
Past President
Sue Whittington
Morgan Stanley
Directors
Kloee Ciuperger
Martin County Government

Game Winner:

Reminder -

If you have not paid
your annual dues you can pay
them on paypal by clicking on
LEADERshipMCAlumni.com
Without a fundraiser this year we
need your support for our Nancy
Sailer Youth LEADERship Scholarship that will be awarded in April
to a youth LEADERship graduate.

Frank Fender
TeamLogic IT
Elisabeth Glynn
United Way of Martin County
Chad Hastings
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith

Diane Dultmeier,
Class 8, was the winner of our February
game find the letter
(Page 3) and wins a free ad in the
monthly newsletter (see below)

Tracey Miller
Martin County School District
Brett Zurich
Team Parks, Inc.
Ex-Officio
Class 30 Representative
Cindy Groover
Community Ambassador
Youth Planning Chair
Diana Bruton
Treasure Coast Realty

You can have an AD in this SPACE
TO PRMOTE
YOUR BUSINESS OR AN A EVENT
If you WIN the game in our newsletter
by finding the letter

LEADERlines Editor
Nancy Sailer

and are the first

to email jancy11@aol.com where you
FOUND IT.

LEADERship Prog. Director
Cindy LaConte
Stuart/Martin County Chamber
Communications
Kim Waser Nash
QuitDoc Foundation

L

(no one can win two months in a row)
Space is approx. 2 1/4” X 3 1/4”

Note: Our monthly newsletter can
now be viewed on our website
www.LeadershipMCalumni.com
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