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Whew! What a year! 2020 was filled with many 

changes and challenges.  Anyone else reminded of 

SIMSOC? We all had to interpret, analyze and act 

quickly to a situation we were not familiar with. We 

had to address the needs of our society and take 

care of each other even when we didn’t fully under-

stand what was going on or what was going to come 

at us next. If there is one thing that I really took 

from going through SIMSOC and the LEADERship 

program is that it is not about me. It looks like most of you got that message 

too! I see daily, my fellow Alumni stepping up and addressing our communi-

ty’s needs with grace and composure. You all are an inspiration to me! 

So here we find ourselves in a new year and I think we are all glad 2020 is be-

hind us. We have created a number of committees to help the Board manage 

and continue to develop an already amazing organization. Think that you 

might be interested in brainstorming and contributing ideas? Perhaps you are 

interested in joining us on the board? We would love to have you join one of 

our committees! 

       Membership  —  Communication  —  Events  —  Planning Adult & Youth 

 

Keep an eye out for our new virtual Launch and Learn series where we will be 

delivering content specifically around Leadership presented by some of your 

fellow Alumni. We are also rolling out our Socially Distanced Socials where we 

can offer you the opportunity to mix and mingle with fellow Alumni in a re-

sponsible way. Looking to sharpen some of your leadership skills? Monthly 

emails to our alumni sharing best practices  from professionals around the 

world that you can incorporate in your own business or organization will be 

coming out soon. 

I am very enthusiastic about 2021 and our continued mission to bring value 

and engage our Alumni while providing opportunities for our Youth LEADER-

ship graduates to apply for the Nancy Sailer Youth LEADERship scholarship.  

While this new year is sure to bring its own set of challenges, we are ready 

for the task! 

I wish you a happy, healthy and successful 2021 and can’t wait to see you all 

in person soon!  

From the President - Sarah Baker, Class 29  
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Our 30th Anniversary  1991/2021  -   Looking Back 

Rollin’ on the River Casino Night held at Flagler Recreation Center was a WINNER.  

LEADERship Martin County Alumni Foundation for Youth, Inc. had their Annual Scholar-

ship Fundraiser January 14, 2011. Committee members were Steve Graff, Janice Nor-

man, Cindy LaConte, Ester Bristo, L.C. Campbell, Mike Ewing, Ryan Grimsdale, Sue 

Hedgepeth, Kelly Pelletier, Lisa Teetor, Jayme Uteschill and Linda Weisknar.  The big win-

ner of the reverse raffle was Jennifer Ferrari for $2,500. 

In the coming issues of 

LEADERlines we will be 

looking back at many 

of our successful events 

over the years.  It is fun 

to see how young we 

looked and all the net-

working and leadership 

roles you played.  We 

look forward  to being 

together soon at many 

future events. 



February  2021              LEADERship Alumni Newsletter               Page  3  

Vicki Davis being sworn in as County 

Supervisor of  ELections.  

“There ‘s a high level of emotion and expectation 

in every election, but the 2020 race had an inten-

sity unlike any I’ve ever experienced,” says Vicki 

Davis, class 4. 

“So, I’m particularly proud of every member of my 

team at the Election Center, as well as the dedi-

cated poll workers who we train to serve along-

side us, for maintaining an unwavering focus on 

our task of administering a safe, fair and trans-

parent election that delivers swift, accurate and 

accountable results.  That’s what Martin County 

voters expect and deserve—and I’m grateful to lead a team that consistently delivers in honor-

ing this role.” 

LEADERS  MOVING  ON 

Jennifer Ferrari, class 14, was elected to the LEADERship 

Alumni Board in 2013 as a director and on the executive board  

in 2019.  She was elected as President in June 2020 and in-

stalled with her new board that has had to operate under re-

strictions from the virus.  Jennifer has served on the board as 

a team leader with honor and passion over the past eight 

years.  We wish her much success in her future job in Palm 

Beach that prevents her from continuing to serve on the board so she has re-

signed. Jennifer will be missed but we hope to see her at coming events. 

Tom Bakkedahl being sworn as State 

Attorney for the 19th Judicial Circuit 

Judge Robert Belanger administered the oath of 

office to Tom Bakkedahl, class 10,  as State 

Attorney with his wife Laura, standing by at the 

Martin County Courthouse in Stuart.  Tom will 

replace longtime State Attorney Bruce Colton, 

who did not seek re-election.  Colton, who hired 

Bakkedahl in 1991,  stated “He’s passionate in 

what he does; he sets the example.  When you 

talk about leading by example, that’s Tom.  He’s 

been the guy to follow”.  Before Tom took the oath 

of office he said “I give all thanks to God.  I’m here today, I believe, Because it’s where God 

wants me.” 
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UPCOMING Stuart/Martin Chamber Events -- 772-287-1088 

 

Feb 2, Tues., 7:45am, Networking Breakfast, Martin Funeral Home & Crematory, 961 S Kanner Hwy, Stuart 

Feb 9,  Tues., 7:45am, Networking Breakfast, Harmony Hope Stables, 5010 SW 69th Street, PC 

Feb 10, Wed., 11:45am, Luncheon,  Fifth Third Bank Merchant Services Worldpay, Miles Grant CC, 5101 SE Miles Grant Rd., S 

Feb 17, Wed., 5:30-7:00pm, Business After Hours,    Monarch Country Club,  1801 SW Monarch Club Dr., PC 

  Feb 23, Tues., 7:45am, Networking Breakfast,  Colonial Life / Kim Melzer, Chamber CC, 1650 S Kanner Hwy, Stuart 

ALUMNI REMEMBERED 

Lisa Compagno, class 23, passed 

away January 7th  from COVID after be-

ing on life support for about a month.  She 

was only 43 years old but had accom-

plished a lot in her career as an immigra-

tion attorney for the past 17 years and 

helping manage her family business Palm 

Tree Auto Sales in Martin County.  Lisa 

was very active in alumni as a sponsor, 

celebrity chef and volunteer.  Her passing 

reminds us that life is sometimes too 

short but as a leader you can make a dif-

ference and Lisa succeeded in doing that. L ISA  FAR  RIGHT  WITH HER ALUMNI  FRIENDS  

 

 

 

The Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure Walk is 

held annually the last Saturday in January at 

the Meyer Amphitheatre in West Palm Beach 

but because of the COVID-19 virus it was can-

celled. Cancer survivors and supporters will be 

walking, on January 30 this year, to raise funds 

for Susan G. Komen in their own towns.   

Celebrating at last year’s ceremony is Nancy 

Sailer, a two-time  breast cancer survivor and 

Warrior in Pink, with her husband Jack and family.  She has been walking in the Race for the 

Cure for over 12 years with family and friends.         

RACE FOR THE CURE WALK 



   LEADERship Alumni Board  
2020– 2021 

President 
Sarah Baker 

First Citizens Bank 
 

 Vice-President 
Sam Bruning 

Southern Magnolia Invest. Mgt. 
 

Exec. Vice President 
Tara Zweben 

United Way of Martin County 
  

 Treasurer 
Greg Nuttall 

Hill, Barth & King, LLC 
 

 Recording Secretary 
Jon Milton 

Milton Engineering Consultants 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
 

Past President 
Sue Whittington 

Morgan Stanley 
 

Directors 
Kloee Ciuperger 

Martin County Government 
 

Frank Fender 
TeamLogic IT 

 
Elisabeth Glynn 

United Way of Martin County 
 

Chad Hastings 
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith 

  
Tracey Miller 

Martin County School District 
 

Brett Zurich 
Team Parks, Inc. 

 
 Ex-Officio 

Class 30 Representative 
Cindy Groover 

Community Ambassador  
 

Youth Planning Chair 
Diana Bruton 

Treasure Coast Realty 
 

LEADERship  Prog.  Director 
Cindy LaConte 

Stuart/Martin County Chamber 
 

Communications 
Kim Waser  Nash 

QuitDoc  Foundation 
 

LEADERlines Editor 
Nancy Sailer 
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Note: Our monthly newsletter can 

now be viewed on our website 

www.LeadershipMCalumni.com 

  

Amy Worsham, 
AICP (29) has made a 

change since getting 

married from Long to 

Worsham.   Her office 

is located at 969 SE 

Federal Hwy, Suite 

302, Stuart.  Amy is an environmental 

consultant along with engineering and 

land planner for Cardno and her up-

dated email is: 

amy.worsham@cardno.com.  

Martin Holleran 
(18) passed away at 

home in Palm City on 

December 19, 2020.  

He was 84, retired but 

still active as a Florida 

Supreme Court Certi-

fied Circuit Mediator and a Appellate 

Mediator.  He served as a volunteer 

with Treasure Coast Hospice from 

2011 to 2019.  Martin is survived  by 

his wife of 43 years.   

Game Winner: 

Jamey Capers, 

class 29, was the 

winner of our 

January game 

find the letter (Page 3) and 

wins a free ad in the month-

ly newsletter (see below) 

You can have an AD in this SPACE 

TO PRMOTE 

YOUR BUSINESS OR AN A EVENT 

If you WIN the game in our newsletter 

by finding the letter      and are the first 

to email jancy11@aol.com where you 

FOUND IT. 

(no one can win two months in a row) 

Space is approx. 2 1/4” X 3 1/4” 

L 


