January 2021
Volunteers Help Distribute Food
“The United Way of Martin County Holiday Project
would not be possible without the help of our army of volunteers. The continued support of LEADERship Alumni is
greatly appreciated. If you want more information on other
volunteer opportunities, please visit UnitedWayMartin.org”,
stated Tara Zweben (27) Community Outreach Coordinator.
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Chair Hetherington Goals for BOCC
Happy New Year! As the season changes, my resolve to keep our community
safe and informed does not. We’ve weathered spring and summer with COVID-19
and extreme rainfall. Now, as we move past the holiday season, one certainty is
that Martin County remains strong and resilient. I’m thankful for the commitment of our citizens in continuing to wear facial coverings and following health
guidelines that slow the spread of COVID-19.
During the BOCC’s reorganization meeting I received the honor of being elected
unanimously to represent the board as its chairwoman. I’m extremely grateful for the confidence
my colleagues have entrusted in me. This year I will focus on the uncertainty of how the coronavirus pandemic will affect the county budget and the local economy in the coming year. My priorities will continue to focus on communications and transparency with residents, restoring the
health of the Indian River Lagoon, public safety, employee retention, parks boat ramp renovation
program, and road and other infrastructure improvements.
During the holiday season many of us spent time with family and friends and counted our blessings. While 2020 has been an exceptionally difficult year, we still have much to be thankful for.
This year has served to remind us to be thankful for what we often take for granted. I hope everyone stayed safe and enjoyed the holiday season. I am thankful for all the residents of Martin County who have faced these challenging times with perseverance and kindness during hard times. All
the Best, Stacey Hetherington Class 14

Camblor Lead Planner For Newfield
Marcela Camblor (11) Principal at Marcela Camblor & Associates, Inc. is the
lead planner for Newfield. Newfield, formally known as Pineland Prairie, is a
new town planned for western Palm City. The development across 3,400 acres
is led by Knight Kiplinger, who is a Martin County resident and famed founder
of the Kiplinger Retirement Report, expects the first homes to be built by this
time next year. “This is a big paradigm shift for Martin County, ”Marcela said.
“It’s unlike any other project because of its size but also because it’s creating a
community.
The downtown is expected to have a farmer’s market, a barn and launch point for kayaks to enter a
network of waterways. Homes are expected to be on a smaller footprint, prioritizing a small neighborhood feel over traditional suburban sprawl. Newfield also is expected to draw light-industrial development and help create an attractive destination for businesses that want to settle in Martin
County because of the lifestyle in Newfield. It is going to be a tremendous economic catalyst for the
county,” Camblor said. The Martin County Commissioners approved the Master Site Plan for Newfield by a vote of 4-1.
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Jenny Fields, Class 30, Martin County Property Appraiser,
Honored Veterans at Wreath Ceremony
“Recently I was asked to give a speech at the Wreaths Across America ceremony. It
was a privilege and honor to participate in this event which is near and dear to my heart.
My youngest daughter (who was participating with me) and nephew are actively serving
in our United States Navy and my dad and twin sister (who were also there) are United
States Army veterans. I have a deep respect for our military and the sacrifice young men
and woman made and continue to make for our freedom.
The Wreaths Across America Organization was born as a result of a dream of a 12 year
old boy Morrill Worchester, after visiting Arlington National Cemetery and wanting to
honor those fallen soldiers. In December 19th, millions of wreaths across the United
States were placed in memory of those courageous men and women, who gave their
lives to protect our freedoms. As we laid each wreath, we said that Veterans name
aloud and took a moment to thank them for their service to our country. It's a small act
that goes a long way toward keeping the memory of our veterans alive.
We were not there to “decorate graves.” We were there to remember not their deaths, but their lives. Each
wreath is a gift of appreciation from a grateful America. Those live balsam fir wreaths symbolized our honor
to those who have served and are serving in the armed forces of our great nation and to their families who endure sacrifices everyday on our behalf. As a nation standing together, we can defeat terrorism, hatred and injustice. Thanks to our Veterans, we have the freedom to do just that. A special thanks to the American Legion
Post 62 for allowing me to participate in such a special event.”

Business Development Board 2020 Awards
Debra Duvall (6) was surprised by the Business DeveLopment Board awards patrol, Ted Astolfi (7) and Bill West
(27) past winners, on December 10, at her office Water Pointe
Realty Group, when she received the Charlene Hoag Leadership Award. The award recognizes an individual who has
worked in Martin County for at least 10 years, has made outstanding contributions with in the county, demonstrates high
standards of ethic, has a strong sense of community responsibility and has made a difference in the county by giving selflessly to others.
Eric Kiehn (29) was awarded the Martin County Entrepreneur of the Year
by the Business Development Board at their luncheon on December 11 at
Hutchinson Shores Resort & Spa. They were especially amazed at the
achievements of Kiehn of C & W Technologies. A tech-service pioneer well
before personal computing was commonplace. He has helped tens of thousands of businesses locally and around the world for more than 35 years.

January 2021

LEADERship Alumni Newsletter

Page 3

Derrenbacker’s Commentary On Climate Crisis
Emily Derrenback, a youth graduate of class 21 and daughter of Dave
Derrenback adult class16, was a guest columnist in the Stuart News. She
states that it is time for the Florida politicians to wake up to the environmental issues that are affecting the state’s coastal communities. The treasure
coast and sea-level rise is a huge threat to our region. Sea levels are expected to rise 17 inches by 2040 and 40 inches by 2070.
A partial solution to these threats exists in a bill sitting in Congress right
now, H.R. 3541. Coastal State Climate Preparedness Act of 2019. It would provide help to
coastal states that choose to develop a coastal climate change adaption plan. If sea level rises 24
inches, about $7.5 billion in Treasure Coast property will be destroyed. Popular beaches will be
eroded, homes will be swept away, people will lose their livelihoods and the part of District 18
that drew people to visit will be gone. It’s the government’s job to ensure the future prosperity
of our community. H.R. 3541 would provide the preparation that communities need by directing the Department of Commerce to work with communities to create a response program that
is specific to a local area. IF WE DON’T CARE, OUR REPRESENTATIVES WON’T CARE EITHER. This a summary of Emily’s article. She attends Stetson University where she is a sophomore studying English and Social Science.

AFP Treasure Coast Chapter Board For 2021
Elisabeth Glynn (26) was installed December 10, 2020 as the President of
the Association of Fundraising Professionals Treasure Coast Chapter Board
of Directors for 2021. She is the Director of Philanthropy for United Way of
Martin County and also a director on the LEADERship Alumni Board of
Directors.
Michelle King (15) was also installed on the AFP Board as a member at
large. Michelle is the Chief Development Officer of Hibiscus Children’s
Center. King recently received the Certified Fund Raising Executive designation joining over 7,200 professionals who hold this designation. It
demonstrates a high level of commitment on the part of Michelle King to
the fundraising profession and the donors who are served.

UPCOMING Stuart/Martin Chamber Events -- 772-287-1088
Jan 5, Tues., 8:00am, Virtual Networking Breakfast,

Cleveland Clinic Martin Health, Via Zoom

Jan 12, Tues., 7:45am, Networking Breakfast, Concierge Insurance Solutions, Chamber CC 1650 S Kanner, S
Jan 13, Wed., 11:45am, Luncheon, Treasure Coast Urgent Care, Sachi Sushi, 3382 SE Federal Hwy., Stuart
Jan 20, Wed., 5:30-7:00pm, Business After Hours, Owen Insurance, 1611 NW Federal Hwy., Stuart
EVENT RESCHEDULED - Date TBA - HEALTH & WEALTH TRADESHOW - Treasure Coast Square
Jan 26, Tues., 7:45am, Networking Breakfast, Absolute Care Services, Chamber CC, 1650 S Kanner Hwy, Stuart
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LEADERship Alumni Board
2020– 2021
President
Jennifer Ferrari
Realtor

Matt Kelly (4) the Regional Director of Real Estate
at Cleveland Clinic Martin
Health has been there for 25
years. His most recent projects were the Tradition facility and the Cleveland Clinic
at Kanner Hwy. and Indian
Street. Laurel Kelly (6), his wife, is retiring in
January as the County Property Appraiser for
the past 28 years. Matt has decided to join
her to retire in January too. Have fun and
enjoy your new journey.

Vice-President
Sarah Baker
First Citizens Bank
Exec. Vice President
Tara Zweben
United Way of Martin County
Treasurer
Greg Nuttall
Hill, Barth & King, LLC
Recording Secretary
Jon Milton
Milton Engineering Consultants

Linda Geary (1), Curator of the
Elliott Museum, was one of the
artists from the Stuart area highlighted at its newest exhibit
“Portfolios – Electric Artists and
Art at the Elliott”. Linda captured
scenes in Peru.
The artists’
works which include, painting,
sculpture, photography, glasswork and jewelry
are for sale with a portion of their profits donated
to the museum.

Corresponding Secretary
Sam Bruning
Southern Magnolia Invest. Mgt.
Past President
Sue Whittington
Morgan Stanley
Directors
Kloee Ciuperger
Martin County Government

Elisabeth Glynn
United Way of Martin County
Chad Hastings
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith

CEO/President of the YMCA of the
Treasure Coast. She joined the Y in
1997 as a lifeguard. Lyons has held
almost every title as she worked her way
up the ranks. She will be a driving force
in expanding the scope and reach of the Y’s impact on
area families.

Denisha Bonds (28)
was the winner of our
December game FIND
THE LETTER (Page 3)
and wins a free ad in the monthly
newsletter.

(see below)

Tracey Miller
Martin County School District
Brett Zurich
Team Parks, Inc.
Ex-Officio
Class 30 Representative
Cindy Groover
Community Ambassador

You can have an AD in this SPACE
TO PRMOTE
YOUR BUSINESS OR AN A EVENT
If you WIN the game in our newsletter
by finding the letter

Youth Planning Chair
Diana Bruton
Treasure Coast Realty
LEADERship Prog. Director
Cindy LaConte
Stuart/Martin County Chamber
Communications
Kim Waser Nash
QuitDoc Foundation
LEADERlines Editor
Nancy Sailer

Moore

never went through
the LEADERship Program at the chamber
but she served on the
Charter
Planning
Committee for class
one giving many hours to the early
years of the program. She and Suzy
Hutcheson (1) where famous for their
fun skits at class graduations.
Adrienne passed on December 5 after
25 years at the National Public Radio
affiliate WQCS and will be missed by
so many who knew her.

Game Winner:
Charlene Lyons (25) is the new

Frank Fender
TeamLogic IT

Adrienne

L

and are the first

to email jancy11@aol.com where you
FOUND IT.
(no one can win two months in a row)
Space is approx. 2 1/4” X 3 1/4”

Note: Our monthly newsletter can
now be viewed on our website
www.LeadershipMCalumni.com
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