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From the Board, Jennifer Ferrari, President
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Who is your favorite Leader?

I would love to
hear who has inspired and impacted your life. Please share
your story with us by emailing it to jancy11@aol.com for our
newsletter.
My sister is one of the strongest leaders that I know. She is very modest and doesn’t consider
herself to be one. You
see she is a fifth-grade
math teacher who is
teaching remotely in
New Jersey.
Since
COVID hit, her hours
have doubled. She is
up until the middle of
the night answering
countless emails from
students and parents.
Her family has had to
make significant sacrifices and Linda has faced one barrier after another. There has been no
such thing as good rhythm.
From constant technical challenges and students not having reliable
internet access, to knowing that her students are often home alone, my
sister gives her blood, sweat and tears to being a teacher every day.
Just when Linda feels she has control, the school district will make a
radical change to its procedures and/or curriculum. Like any good
leader, she advances with grace. Since the beginning of her teaching
career Linda has always made it a point of being an advocate for her
students. On numerous occasions she has delivered clothing and food
to her students homes or shelters. The families lean on Linda for emotional support especially now more than ever. When I asked her recently what she misses the most about being in the classroom she said
getting to hug her students. Linda is a true leader because her number one priority is to be the calm during the storm.

•

WHO INSPIRED YOU 1
Her Sister

•

ALUMNI WINNERS

2

Election Results

•

CLASS GATHERING

3

Reunion

•

LEADER RETIRES

4

Served 18 yrs.

•

WIN FOR YOUTH

4

County Commissioner

•

DECEMBER EVENTS 4
Calendar

•

ALUMNI BOARD

5

Who’s On It

•

BULLETIN BOARD

5

Game Winner

•

NEW GAME

5

Free Ad

•

WEB ADDRESS

5

Paying Your Dues

•

ALUMNI ADDRESS
For Mailing

Page 1 of 5

5

Overdorf Wins House
State Representative Toby Overdorf secured his reelection over Democrat Edgar Bernier
Tuesday in the race for Florida House District 83 which includes parts
of Port St. Lucie, Jensen Beach, Stuart, Sewell’s Point and Palm City.
Voters sided with the first-year Palm City Republican, who has followed through on campaign promises regarding local water issues. He
has also worked toward sustainability issues, while maintaining a relationship with the agricultural and retail industries in Tallahassee.
Overdorf also maintains a 25% ownership in Environmental Design &
Construction, a regional land-development company.

Harrell Wins Second Term
Voters reelected Gayle Harrell as Florida senator to her second term representing them for
two more years in district 25, covering Martin, St. Lucie and northwest
Palm Beach counties. Harrell, 77, a previous Florida House member
for 16 nonconsecutive years, is a longtime Stuart resident, recognizable
in the red ensembles she wears as part of her branding. She will continue to work on the Clean Waterways Act to allocate $25 million for
the Indian River Lagoon water quality improvements.
Harrell is CEO and President of Health IT Strategies, a Stuart based
company that assists physicians, hospitals and labs with electronic
health records.

Fender Wins Reelection
I am honored and humbled to be given the opportunity to serve my friends and neighbors in
Sewell’s Point for another four-year term on the Town Commission. It is gratifying that our
local residents have the confidence in me to serve as their representative. I am looking forward to collaborating with the other Sewall’s Point
leaders and our neighboring municipalities to continue to drive the
many environmental and fiscal initiatives we have under way. Water
quality, infrastructure for septic to sewer conversion, raising South
Sewell’s Point Road by 18 inches to mitigate some flooding are projects I
will continue to work on.
Advocating for local businesses, our police department, our quaint culture and aesthetics are important in making Sewell’s Point an amazing,
safe and family oriented place to live.
I am so grateful to our network of leaders and to be a member of LEADERship Class 29
(Mighty Fine 29, AKA KMH29Y). Our collaboration and the LEADERship experience continues to resonate for me. Don’t hesitate to reach out if I can be of service.
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Superintendent Gaylord Retires
Laurie Gaylord, (14) who served 10 years on the school board before being
elected superintendent in 2012, said she hopes to be remembered as
someone “who came in to right a ship” and kept the district on a pretty
steady path after doing so. Two school board members, who were also
elected in 2012, had this to say about Gaylord’s leadership. Marsha Powers, current school board chair, said “Our school district would not be
where it is today had she not made the decision to run for office”.
Mike DiTerlizzi said “We went to digital learning in literally a week and a
half. I don’t believe there’s a district in Florida that achieved that goal as
quickly as Martin County did”. In August Martin became one of the first school districts in
Florida and the nation to reopen; Gaylord was interviewed by CNN and the expectation was
that it was a disaster in the making. No disaster happened. Gaylord said “When people retire
they’re happy to go and someone else is happy to come. Millay is getting a great district, a
great team and a great community that supports education”.

Commissioner Hetherington Has A Win
More than a year ago, Commissioner Stacey Hetherington first called for
the county to raise the age for buying tobacco. On Tuesday, November 17,
the County Commissioners increased the minimum age from 18 to 21,
which goes into effect February 1.
“This, to me is a public-health crisis” said Hetherington, who was selected
commission chair at the meeting. The new law covers products containing,
made or derived from tobacco or nicotine, including cigarettes, e-liquids,
cigars and vaping products. The change follows a similar age increase by
the federal government.
The commission also created a local tobacco-distribution license for retailers and set a $500 fine
and progressive penalties, up to license suspension, for selling tobacco products to anyone
younger than 21. This ordinance has little or no license fee, so the only consequence for retailers would be compliance checks to ensure no illegal sales to minors. This is a HUGE WIN FOR
THE YOUTH OF MARTIN COUNTY.

UPCOMING Stuart/Martin Chamber Events -- 772-287-1088
VITAS Healthcare, Chamber CC, 1650 S Kanner Hwy., Stuart
Dec 8, Tues., 7:45am, Networking Breakfast, The Grace Place, 1550 SE Salerno Rd., Stuart

Dec 1, Tues., 7:45am, Networking Breakfast,

Dec 9, Wed., 11:45am, Luncheon, Florida Power & Light, Flagler Center, 201 SW Flagler, Stuart, Lunch by The Chef's Table
Dec 15, Tues., 7:45am, Operation Thank You Kick-Off Breakfast, Chamber CC, Sponsored by: MIDFLORIDA Credit Union
Dec 16 , Wed., 5:30-7:00pm, BAH, Hutchinson Island Marriott Beach Resort & Marina, 555 NE Ocean Blvd. Stuart
SAVE THE DATE - Sat., Jan. 16, 2021 - HEALTH & WEALTH TRADESHOW - Treasure Coast Square
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LEADERship Alumni Board
2020– 2021
President
Jennifer Ferrari
SafeSpace, Inc.

Leslie Judd (21) is excited and happy to announce
the news that she completed her PH.D in School
Leadership at FAU in October 2020. Leslie is Assistant Director
at Clark advanced Learning Center.

Vice-President
Sarah Baker
First Citizens Bank
Exec. Vice President
Tara Zweben
United Way of Martin County
Treasurer
Greg Nuttall
Hill, Barth & King, LLC
Recording Secretary
Jon Milton
Milton Engineering Consultants
Corresponding Secretary
Sam Bruning
Southern Magnolia Invest. Mgt.

Fletch Fletcher (30)
CEO of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Martin County
was named Southeast
Region New Executive of
the Year by the Boys & Girls Clubs
of America. He was asked to join
BGCMC in 2018 because he was a
visionary leader, gifted communicator with a diverse background, and
a knack for inspiring the best from
staff and colleagues.

Past President
Sue Whittington
Morgan Stanley
Directors
Kloee Ciuperger
Martin County Government
Frank Fender
TeamLogic IT
Elisabeth Glynn
United Way of Martin County
Chad Hastings
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith

Elmira Gainey (5) former Martin
County commissioner is one of four
new board of directors for Project
LIFT. The organization combines
mental health and substance abuse
treatment with vocational skills training for teens which has seen an almost 40% increase in capacity. Gainey’s class 5 proposed
starting the Youth LEADERship Program.

Game Winner:
George Stokus
(25) was our first
winner of the new
game find the letter
(Page 4) and win a
free ad in the
monthly newsletter.
(see below)

Tracey Miller
Martin County School District
Brett Zurich
Team Parks, Inc.
Ex-Officio
Class 30 Representative
Cindy Groover
Community Ambassador

You can have an AD in this SPACE
TO PRMOTE
YOUR BUSINESS OR AN A EVENT
If you WIN the game in our newsletter
by finding the letter

Youth Planning Chair
Diana Bruton
Treasure Coast Realty
LEADERship Prog. Director
Cindy LaConte
Stuart/Martin County Chamber
Communications
Kim Waser Nash
QuitDoc Foundation
LEADERlines Editor
Nancy Sailer

L

and are the first

to email jancy11@aol.com where you
FOUND IT.
(no one can win two months in a row)
Space is approx.2 1/4” X 3 1/4”

Note: Our monthly newsletter can
now be viewed on our website
www.LeadershipMCalumni.com
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