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Leaders Win WOD Awards
The 2020 Women of Distinction Awards Dinner had to
be cancelled due to the pandemic. At this time we are
honored to announce the two LEADERship winners:
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Business/Professional Award: A women who is self-employed
or employed by a for profit business. She is recognized for her outstanding contributions to her industry and significant contributions to
the community through her profession.
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Rising Star Award: A young women of high school age demonstrates an outstanding commitment to her community with fresh ideas,
energy and enthusiasm. Abbie was also selected by LEADERship Martin County Alumni this year as our scholarship winner.
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Have You BEEN There

Congratulations to the other Alumni who were nominated: Sarah Baker (29), Donna DeMarchi (24), Cher Fisher
(29), Leigh Giunta (18), Laurel Kelly (6), Gigi Suntum (17)

•

ALUMNI ADDRESS
Mailing Your Dues

youth alumni; Aliya French, Katelyn Herter, and Jordon
Scott for their community service and commitment towards the
betterment of women and their families.
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Chamber Installs New Board
As we thankfully say farewell to fiscal Year 2019/2020 we look forward to welcoming 2020/2021.
We thank and congratulate outgoing Chamber Chair Kelly Bond Pelletier(19) for her fortitude,
patience and expertise leading us through the most trying of years. She was a rock and essential in keeping things on an even keel throughout the year. We also extend our gratitude to outgoing board members, Elliot Paul (6), Will Carson (8), Jay Finnegan and David Smith and welcome new board members, Dan Brady (24), Jeff Gustafson (30), Jeremy Harris (28), Ryan Huff
(27), Sharon Kinane (9) and ex-officio members Carol Houwaart-Diez (28) and George Stokus
(25). We are convinced they will lend their experience and expertise to add to the remainder of
our board. Congratulations to Jeff Sabin, our 2020/2023 Chair and Kelly Johnson (19), chairelect. They are prepared to lead us out of the “COVID ERA” and on to bigger and better things!

Joe Catrambone, Ryan Huff, Kelly Bond Pelletier, Dan Hulen, Sharon Kinane, Jeremy Harris, Chuck
Geary, Gordon Proctor, Carol Houwaart-Diez, Dr. Brian Moriarty, Jeff Gustafson, Kelly Johnson, Candace Lopes, Lisa Satur and Representative Brian Mast, who installed the board.

Adopt-A-Class
The Education Foundation of Martin County was established by LEADERship Class 2 as
their Capstone Day Project. Over the years it has grown as a beneficial resource in helping our
school district with their many programs. One of the most popular one is the Adopt-A-Class
that covers elementary, middle and high schools, as well as specialized programs. With just the
click of a mouse, you can adopt a classroom for $100 for the entire school year and keep teachers
from reaching into their own pockets to fill their classroom needs.
There is no limit to the number of times a classroom program can be adopted. Payment by
check is also an option. Visit www.educationfoundationmc.org and click on Adopt-A-Class on
the left side navigation of the home page for links to schools.
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Elisabeth GLynn Earns Certification
The United Way of Martin County recently announced that its Director of
Philanthropy, Elisabeth Glynn, has earned the prestigious Certified Fund Raising
Executive (CFRE) certification from CFRE International. Glynn joins over 7,200 professionals around the world who hold the CFRE designation, which is the highest
certification for fundraising professionals.“Her new designation symbolizes what we
already know; that she is highly skilled and highly valued in her work guiding development for our organization,” United Way of Martin County President/CEO Carol G.
Houwaart-Diez said.
Glynn currently serves on the board of LEADERship Martin County Alumni and the
Treasure Coast Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals.

Students Offer College Advising Service
Martin Youth LEADERship is pleased to announce the formation of Vigorem
Advising, a college advising service by students for students. Vigorem was founded
by Cole Darrow, a Jensen Beach High School graduate and alumnus of Martin
Youth LEADERship Class 21, along with Zander Bush, a Martin County High
School graduate. Both young men are currently undergraduates at Duke University. The inspiration behind Vigorem is aptly described by Mr. Darrow:
“When I was applying to college, I found myself confused and overwhelmed by the
process. I had to go through this process blind while some of my peers had access to
expensive resources like advising and tutoring. With the company that I have created, I want to “level the playing field” of the college application process. We are making resources available to all students at the same quality as other advising/
tutoring companies but for a fraction of the cost. We are able to give specific advising to our students on both their applications and the student life of our respective
schools. In a time where it is difficult to visit schools, talking with a current college
student can give high schoolers a much better idea of which colleges to which they
want to apply and attend. Every one of our advisors has gone through an application process as well as training in order to give our clients the best possible product.
Mr. Darrow has recruited both Kaeli Ladwig, a fellow alumnus of Martin Youth
LEADERship Class 21 and graduate of JBHS, as well as Morgan Rader, MYL
Class 22 and JBHS class 2018. They attend the University of Florida’s Honors Program and Notre Dame University, respectively. As Ms. Rader sees it, “Being a part
of this team enables us to give back to our community as well as a much broader
group nation-wide. Rather than people spending thousands of dollars on advising,
they can come to us and get a much more personal and inexpensive experience.
Hearing from students who have had success with the college application system is
the best way to learn how it works and how you can be successful.”

Cole Darrow

Morgan Rader

Ms. Ladwig echoes those sentiments: “I am so excited to be part of the Vigorem advising team, because this program is exactly what I was looking for when I was in
high school!
Kaeli Ladwig
Vigorem Advising has recruited advisors both in the Treasure Coast and around the country,
and represents approximately 25 of the Top Tier 1 universities in the nation. For more information please go to vigoremadvising.com or contact Cole Darrow at cole.darrow@duke.edu.
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LEADERship Alumni Board
2020– 2021
President
Jennifer Ferrari
SafeSpace, Inc.

Will Carson (8) President and Owner of
Forward Electric & Air
Conditioning serving
the Treasure coast for
over 30 years has retired and moved to the Villages of
Florida. He has been active as a
community leader and is a past
president of the Stuart/Martin
County Chamber. His son Bill (24)
the HVAC Manager of Forward
Electric will take over running the
business.

Vice-President
Sarah Baker
First Citizens Bank
Exec. Vice President
Tara Zweben
United Way of Martin County
Treasurer
Greg Nuttall
Hill, Barth & King, LLC
Recording Secretary
Jon Milton
Milton Engineering Consultants
Corresponding Secretary
Sam Bruning
Southern Magnolia Invest. Mgt.
Past President
Sue Whittington
Morgan Stanley

Jennifer Ferrari (14)
recently started a new
job as Director of Development for SafeSpace,
Inc. She tells everyone
“ I got my dream job”.
Helping victims of domestic violence
with safety, support and education,
empowering them to create an independent life, free from violence is
rewarding and making a difference.
Jennifer’s new email is:
jferrari@safespacefl.org

Jeff Shearer (7)
CEO of Tykes & Teens
has retired after 25
years. He created
Tykes & Teens in 1995
as a young social
worker and it has become a world class organization that
will insure its success far into the
future. Jeff plans to pursue his doctorate and continue his work as a
professor.

Directors
Kloee Ciuperger
Martin County Government
Frank Fender
TeamLogic IT
Elisabeth Glynn
United Way of Martin County
Chad Hastings
Lesser, Lesser, Landy & Smith
Tracey Miller
Martin County School District
Brett Zurich
Team Parks, Inc.

YOU can have an AD in this SPACE
TO PROMOTE

Ex-Officio
Class 30 Representative
Cindy Groover
Community Ambassador
Youth Planning Chair
Diana Bruton
Treasure Coast Realty
LEADERship Prog. Director
Cindy LaConte
Stuart/Martin County Chamber
Communications
Kim Waser Nash
QuitDoc Foundation
LEADERlines Editor
Nancy Sailer

YOUR BUSINESS OR AN A EVENT
If you WIN the game in our newsletter
by FINDING the letter

L

and are the first

to email jancy11 @aol.com where you

FOUND it.
(no one can win two months in a row)
Space is 2 1/4” X 3 1/4”

Note: Our monthly newsletter can
now be viewed on our website
www.LeadershipMCalumni.com
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